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Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board Meeting
Unapproved Minutes
November 4, 2025
Member Name: Attendees Present

Ursula Anderson					Brenda Bares
Shanna Beber				Connie Bellone
Sherrard Crespo					Dr. Amy Dickson
Gina Eubanks						Teresa Falgoust
Sarah Mulhearn proxy for Julie Foster Hagan	Jim Garvey.
Julio Galan						Kahree Wahid
Brooke LaFleur					Sonia Mallett
Amanda Moody					Susan East Nelson
Capt. Joe Patout					Karen Powell
Kathleen Richey					Tireka Cobb proxy for Dr. Ernise Singleton
Mattilyn Karst Batson proxy for Dr. Libbie Sonnier
Christian Vige’					
Angela Wiggins Harris

Staff:

Jolie Williamson, Children’s Cabinet Executive Director
Michele M. Rabalais, Children’s Cabinet Executive Assistant


Welcome and Call to Order:

Amanda Moody, Children’s Cabinet Vice Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:11 a.m. and all present were welcomed. 


Roll Call:
Michele M. Rabalais, Children’s Cabinet, Executive Assistant, called Roll.  

Public Comments: No public comments.

Approval of Minutes: 

Julio Galan made a motion to approve the September 9, 2025 minutes.  Susan East-Nelson seconded the motion. All approved.  Motion carried.

Legal Updates:  

Susan East Nelson, Louisiana Partnership for Children and Families presented the legislative update.

A QR code was distributed to Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board (CCAB) members containing information regarding the 122 bills that were tracked by CCAB.

Ms. Nelson reported that 2025 was a fiscal session and 2026 will be a regular session.

Family and Youth Counseling Agency Presentation: 

Julio Galan, FYCA President/CEO, presented information regarding the Family and Youth Counseling Agency.

Family and Youth Counseling Agency, Inc., (Family & Youth) was established as a nonprofit organization in 1970 by the Junior League. It is their mission to provide affordable and professional support through programs and services dedicated to advocacy, counseling and education for the people of Southwest Louisiana and surrounding communities in a non-traditional way. 

Family and Youth Counseling Agency is comprised of eight divisions:

Shannon Cox Counseling Center - the Shannon Cox Counseling Center’s licensed and professionally credentialed clinicians and paraprofessionals provide a wide range of constructive and life-changing services in the form of counseling, consultation and education to benefit individuals, couples and families in Southwest Louisiana.

Nonprofit Impact – A Leadership Development Organization - Nonprofits are essential to the wellbeing of our communities. Nonprofit Impact is a leadership development organization dedicated to equipping nonprofit leaders with the tools necessary to develop skills, increase capacity and master competencies in the nonprofit sector through training, consultation and community-building networks.

Court Appointed Special Advocates - Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) are trained volunteers who speak in court for the best interests of a child who has been removed from his or her home due to abuse and/or neglect.

Children’s Advocacy Center - The Children’s Advocacy Center is a child-friendly facility designed to coordinate services for children who have been reported as sexually or severely physically abused. Designed and managed to reduce the effects of trauma, the Center’s comfortable environment and well-trained staff work together with area prosecutors, law enforcement agents, social service workers, therapists, victim advocates and medical professionals to investigate child abuse allegations and reduce the number of investigative interviews typically experienced by victims. 
Human Services Response Institute - Human Services Response Institute (HSRI) was formed in 2005 to recognize and address emerging needs and concerns in the Southwest Louisiana community.

Performance – Employee Assistance and Business Services - Performance Employee Assistance and Business Services provides high-quality, affordable human support services to leading businesses in Southwest Louisiana.

Children and Families Action Network - Children & Families Action Network (CFAN) promotes mission-based advocacy to increase civic engagement, encourage community wide collaboration, and serve as a catalyst for system changes in public policy on behalf of children, families, and communities. CFAN is a resource to the children and family serving sector, community leaders, and local, state and congressional officials.

The Leadership Center for Youth - The Leadership Center for Youth (TLC) provides opportunities for positive youth development. Committed to shaping today’s youth into strong leaders for tomorrow, TLC provides youth with opportunities for leadership development, career exploration, civic engagement and service learning. Discussion followed.

Child Death Review Panel Presentations: 

Kristen Sanderson, MPH, Violence and Injury Prevention Manager, Bureau of Family Health, presented information concerning the Child Death Review Panel.

The Louisiana State Child Death Review Panel is a multidisciplinary panel of 28 members of Louisiana state and non-governmental agencies and organizations. The State Child Death Review Panel reviews all unexpected deaths among children under 14 years and younger, including SIDS (sudden infant death syndrome) to better understand the cause and contributing risk factors. Review findings are also used to take action to prevent other deaths and to improve the health and safety of Louisiana’s children.  Discussion followed.

TentMakers of Louisiana: 

Letitia Peyton, Co-Founder/Executive Director presented information on Tentmakers of Louisiana.
TentMakers of Louisiana is an organization dedicated to fostering hope, healing, and justice for survivors of clergy sex abuse. Their primary objectives are to bring restoration, joy, and a renewed sense of life to those who have been affected. TentMakers provides a safe and supportive space where individuals can connect and openly share their fears, hurts, sorrows, and feelings of betrayal. Simultaneously, TentMakers actively work towards addressing the lack of clear accountability, transparency, and responsibility within the Catholic Church. Through collective efforts, they strive to create a future where hope flourishes, healing prevails, and justice is upheld.

Healing House Presentation:  

Jenee Broussard, LMSW, Executive Director of Healing House, presented information concerning Healing House.

Healing House is a non-profit agency helping children ages 4 – 17 who are anticipating or have experienced the death of a family member or other important person in their lives. 

Healing House offers support groups and programs facilitated by mental health professionals and caring volunteers who are passionate about helping. Healing House support groups allow children and teens to express their grief through interactive play, artwork and discussion groups with their peers. All of this takes place either in the warm, safe and friendly atmosphere of the Healing House home or during the school day in participating Lafayette, Iberia, and St. Martin Parish schools.

Healing House is focused primarily on children, but they also have programs for young adults, caregivers and parents of grieving children. They will find a relaxing and friendly environment where they can share their feelings with others, spend quiet time in their Meditation Garden or read in the Resource Library.

All services at Healing House are provided free of charge under the direction of a mental health professional and facilitated by trained volunteers.

Other Business: 

Jolie Williamson, Children’s Cabinet Executive Director, thanked Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board (CCAB) members for their work and attendance.  

Ms. Williamson stated that the CCAB had a wonderful year with such happenings as the Solutions Summit, increase in the number of Children, Youth and Planning Boards, and making quorum at the CCAB meetings.  Ms. Williamson requested that suggestions for future meetings and agenda items be sent to her.  

In addition, Ms. Williamson stated that she is looking into having a “Programs Day” where some of the Governor’s Office programs would come to speak on the work they are doing. 

Ms. Williamson distributed perfect attendance certificates to the following CCAB members:
· Connie Bellone
· Amanda Moody
· Kathleen Richey
· Dr. Christian Vige’

Adjournment:  

Susan East Nelson made a motion to adjourn.  Julio Galan seconded the motion.  All approved.  Motion adjourned.

image1.png




